
 STAFF REPORT 

     TO:		 Wakefield City Council Members 
FROM:	 Ashley Tarro, Deputy City Manager 
DATE:		 Tuesday, June 2, 2026 
      RE:	 Plymouth Location Alleyway Abandonment: Resolution #422 

For the Agenda of:	 Monday, June 8, 2026 

BACKGROUND AND FINDINGS 
James Laessig submitted a request for the City of  Wakefield to vacate a platted paper alleyway 
located within Assessor's Plat Book, Alquist Edition, Block 1. The request was submitted to 
improve the development potential and marketability of  the property and to facilitate its future 
sale. 

The Wakefield Planning Commission reviewed the request at its regular meeting on April 14, 
2026, and recommended that the City Council proceed with the alleyway vacation process. On 
April 27, 2026, the City Council adopted Resolution No. 415 declaring its intent to consider the 
proposed alleyway vacation and establishing a public hearing in accordance with the 
requirements of  the Michigan Land Division Act. 

The alleyway proposed for vacation is located between Lots 3 through 8 on the north side and 
Lots 9 through 16 on the south side of  Assessor's Plat Book, Alquist Edition, Block 1, and is 
approximately 260 feet in length by 16 feet in width. 

City Staff  conducted a review of  the request and determined that the proposed vacation would 
not adversely impact any known municipal water, sewer, electric, drainage, transportation, or 
other public utility facilities. Staff  further determined that no current municipal purpose or 
operational necessity exists for retention of  the alleyway. 

Notice of  the public hearing was provided in accordance with Resolution No. 415 and applicable 
state law. Written notice was mailed to affected property owners and occupants on April 29, 
2026. Notice was also posted on the City's website, official Facebook page, and at the Wakefield 
Municipal Building on May 8, 2026, and was published in the Ironwood Daily Globe on May 
21, 2026. 

As of  the date of  this report, no written comments, objections, or other correspondence 
regarding the proposed alleyway vacation have been received by the City. 

Based upon the Planning Commission recommendation, City Staff  review, and the absence of  
public objection, no evidence has been presented indicating that retention of  the alleyway serves 
a current municipal purpose or public necessity. 



RECOMMENDATION 
Based upon the information submitted by the applicant, the absence of  any written objections, 
and the findings set forth above, it is recommended that the City Council approve the requested 
dimensional variance for Parcel No. 53-06-502-600. The requested relief  appears necessary to 
address the unique dimensional constraints of  the property and would permit reasonable 
residential development consistent with the character of  the surrounding neighborhood and the 
intent of  the R-1 Single Family Residential District. 

ATTACHMENTS 
Exhibit A- GIS Vacating Map  
Resolution 422
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Office of the City Manager 

509 Sunday Lake Street 
Wakefield, MI 49968 

906-229-5131 
citymanager@cityofwakefieldmi.gov 

May 4, 2026 

First Last 
Address 
City, ST Zip 

RE: Notice of  Public Hearing – Proposed Vacation of  Public Alleyway 

Greetings, First Last, 

Please be advised that James Laessig has submitted a request to the City Council of  the 
City of  Wakefield seeking the vacation of  a public alleyway located within Assessor’s Plat 
Book, Alquist Edition, Block 1, generally situated between Lots 3 through 8 on the north 
side and Lots 9 through 16 on the south side. The City Council has adopted Resolution 
No. 415, declaring its intent to consider the request. The subject alleyway is 
approximately 260 feet in length by 16 feet in width and is more particularly identified on 
the enclosed Exhibit A. 

As part of  the public process established by the City Council and applicable Michigan 
law, notice is hereby provided of  a public hearing scheduled as follows: 

	 	 	 Date: 	 	 Monday, June 8, 2026 
	 	 	 Time: 		 5:30 PM CST 
	 	 	 Location: 	 Wakefield Municipal Building 
	 	 	 	 	 509 Sunday Lake Street 
	 	 	 	 	 Wakefield, MI 49968 

The purpose of  the public hearing is to allow the City Council to receive public 
comment, hear any objections, and consider whether to take final action to vacate the 
described alleyway. 

Under Michigan law, if  the vacation is approved, ownership of  the vacated alleyway 
would be determined by law and subject to any existing easements, utility rights, or other 
interests that may remain of  record. 

Your input as a neighboring property owner or interested party is valuable, and you are 
encouraged to attend the public hearing to share your comments. Written comments 
regarding the proposed alleyway vacation may also be submitted to the City Clerk prior 



to the hearing date. All comments received will be made part of  the official record and 
considered by the City Council. 

Persons requiring reasonable accommodation to attend or participate in the public 
hearing should contact the City Clerk’s Office in advance of  the meeting so appropriate 
arrangements may be made. 

The adopted Resolution No. 415, staff  report, and supporting materials are available for 
public inspection during regular business hours at the Office of  the City Clerk and online 
at www.cityofwakefieldmi.gov. 

If  you have any questions regarding this notice or the public hearing process, please do 
not hesitate to contact my office. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Issued on behalf  of  the City Council, 

Robert A. Brown Jr. 
City Manager 

Encl:	 Gogebic County Public GIS Map 
	 Exhibit A: Assessor’s Plat 



PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 

The Wakefield ZBA will be conducting a Public Hearing on Monday, 
June 8, 2026, at 5:30 P.M. in the Council Chambers of the 
Wakefield Municipal Building, 509 Sunday Lake Street, Wakefield, 
MI 49968.  

James Laessig has submitted a request to the City Council of the 
City of Wakefield seeking the vacation of a public alleyway 
located within Assessor’s Plat Book, Alquist Edition, Block 1, 
generally situated between Lots 3 through 8 on the north side 
and Lots 9 through 16 on the south side. The City Council has 
adopted Resolution No. 415, declaring its intent to consider the 
request. The subject alleyway is approximately 260 feet in 
length by 16 feet in width. 

The purpose of the public hearing is to allow the City Council 
to receive public comments, hear any objections, and consider 
whether to take final action to vacate the described alleyway. 

Susan Ahonen 
City Clerk 
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A regular meeting of the Wakefield City Council was held on Monday, 
June 8, 2026, at 5:30 P.M. with Mayor White presiding and leading 
in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
ROLL  Present: Councilmembers Anderson, Libertoski, Zeckovich,  
CALL  and White. 

 
Absent: Heikkila 
 
Also Present: Robert A. Brown Jr., City Manager; Ashley 
Tarro, Deputy Manager; Patty Sperhake, City Treasurer; 
Ray O’dea, City Attorney; with 5 guests present. 
 

APPROVAL  Anderson moved, Libertoski seconded, to approve the  
OF THE agenda as presented. Motion CARRIED. 
AGENDA   
 
CONSENT   a) May 26, 2026, regular Council meeting minutes; 
AGENDA    b) May (final) and June (partial) Invoice; c) Federal 

Award Policy and Procedure. White moved, Anderson 
seconded, to approve the consent agenda as presented. 
Motion CARRIED, all voting yes by roll call vote. 

 
PRESEN- Highline Fast Broadband- Bruce Moore presented the  
TATION council with information related to their project and  

the benefits with the project.   
 
PUBLIC a) Quentel Fence Variance- Zeckovich moved, Libertoski  
HEARING seconded, to open the public hearing at 5:48 pm.  

Motion CARRIED, all voting yes by roll call vote.  
Sara Pope was present and voiced her approval of the  
fence request. With no other comments, Zeckovich  
moved, Libertoski seconded, to close the public 
hearing at 5:49 pm.  Motion CARRIED, all voting yes by 
roll call vote.  
 
b) Plymouth Location Alleyway Abandonment- White 
moved, Zeckovich seconded, to open the public hearing 
at 5:49 pm. Motion CARRIED, all voting yes by roll 
call vote.  Sara Pope requested more information. 
White explained this is an alleyway between two of 
Laessig’s parcels that the city no longer needs.  Jim 
stated that he wants documentation from the city 
stating they are willing to abandon the alleyway. With 
no further comments, Anderson moved, Zeckovich 
seconded, to close the public hearing at 5:51 pm. 
Motion CARRIED, all voting yes by roll call vote. 
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c) 2026-2027 Fiscal Budget-Zeckovich moved, Libertoski 
seconded, to open the public hearing at 5:51 pm. 
Motion CARRIED, all voting yes by roll call vote. With 
no public comment Anderson moved, Zeckovich seconded, 
to close the public hearing at 5:52 pm. Motion 
CARRIED, all voting yes by roll call vote.  

 
BRIEF Concerns  related to Plymouth Mine Rd near the water 
PUBLIC tower were made by Sara Pope 
COMMENT 
 
UNFIN-    a) 2026-2027 Fiscal Budget: Ordinance 256- Libertoski 
ISHED moved, Zeckovich seconded, to adopt Ordinance 256 as  

BUSINESS presented, creating the City’s 2026-2027 fiscal  
budget. Motion CARRIED, all voting yes by roll call vote. 

 
NEW   a) Quentel Fence Variance: Resolution #421- Anderson   
BUSINESS  moved, Zeckovich seconded, to approve Resolution 421 as 

presented. Motion CARRIED, all voting by roll call vote.  
 
b) Plymouth Location Alleyway Abandonment: Resolution  
#422- Libertoski moved, Anderson seconded, to adopt  
Resolution 422 as presented. Motion CARRIED, all voting  
yes by roll call vote.   
 
c) Fourth of July Celebration Temporary Road Closures: 

i)  Traffic Control Order #117-2026- Zeckovich  
moved, Anderson seconded, to approve Traffic Control  
Order #17-2026 as presented.  Motion CARRIED, all  
voting yes by roll call vote.  
 
ii) Traffic Control Order #118-2026- White moved,  
Anderson seconded, to approve Traffic Control Order  
#118-2026 as presented. Motion CARRIED, all voting  
yes by roll call vote.  

 
d) Building Inspector Contract- Anderson moved,  
Libertoski seconded, to approve the two-year Independent  
Contract Agreement with Donald Saari as presented and  
authorize the Mayor and City Manager to execute the  
agreement on behalf of the City.  Motion CARRIED, all  
voting yes by roll call vote.  
 
e) Public Act 152: Resolution #424: Libertoski moved,  
Zeckovich seconded, to approve Resolution 424 as  
presented. Motion CARRIED, all voting yes by roll call  
vote. 
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f) Water Deficit Elimination Plan: Resolution #425-  
Zeckovich moved, Anderson seconded, to approve Resolution  
425 as presented. Motion CARRIED, all voting yes by roll  
call vote.  
 
g) 2026 Utility Liens- Anderson moved, Zeckovich 
seconded, to approve and authorize the City Treasurer to 
lien Utility Accounts for July 1, 2026, as presented.  
Motion CARRIED, all voting yes by roll call vote.  
 
 

EXTENDED  none 
PUBLIC     
COMMENT    
 
MANAGER   Update was given.   
REPORT   
     
COUNCIL   Anderson- GRSWA- after the recent fire they have the  
REPORT    compactor working but waiting for the contractor to  
          finish up. 
          White- GRWA- numbers have been given to them related to  
          water rates. 
            
ADJOURN-  Zeckovich moved, Anderson seconded, to adjourn at  
MENT      6:16 PM. Motion CARRIED.  
       
 
 
 
Approved: _____________________    _______________________________
       Dale White, Mayor  

 
 

 
___________________________ 
Susan Ahonen, City Clerk 
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